Histocompatibility antigens and immune responsiveness; their relevance to rheumatic diseases.
Associations between histocompatibility antigens and human diseases have been found. Some of the highest correlations are with the so-called "rheumatoid variant" disorders. Data gained from ummunogenetic studies in laboratory animals has been invoked in speculation on the significance of the high antigen associations in disease pathogenesis. While much of this data better supports theories on the aetiology of other conditions with less significant antigen associations, it is discussed here with reference to the rheumatic diseases.